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Curatorial Note

N ature has always been a pure fascination for artists - a setting 
onto which inner feelings and progressive ideas can be translated 
through new aesthetic language. Exploring the shifting light and 

investigating the perception of colour, nature has been a starting point for 
major achievements which have forever changed the face of art. 

Ganapati Hegde is an artist whose work flirts through the realms of natural 
terrain with a strong affinity and admiration for flora and fauna. He creates 
fantastical territories comprising trees, flowers, living creatures and abstract 
thoughts. His works are not only expressive, but are images which act like a 
map of the inner workings and thoughts running though the artist’s mind.

A bird, a bee and the wind which propels them; depiction of plants and other 
living beings in some way also relates to human behaviour, partly influenced 
by Indian short stories and fables.



Artist’s ideology for 
Second Spring

T he present series of works by Ganapati unveil a delightful world 
of thick forests in a personally accentuated style. Inspired by the 
natural environment that bursts forth with colour, creatures and lush 

vegetation, the artist creates a world of his own that evolves from a highly 
creative imagination and allegorical ideologies. 

There is an underlying story that enlivens and empowers each work. Clusters 
of iridescently hued vegetation camouflage a plethora of living creatures 
that take new form in their painted abode. The artist attempts to convey the 
message of oneness, the symbiosis between all forms of nature, in a holistic 
manner through his work. The intricate, deep and indispensable connection 
of different forms of life, their dependence on each other for survival is 
seamless.

With an obvious affinity for his subject, Ganapati weaves natural elements 
together into ecstatic collages. Never disturbing or diverting their innate 
strength and charm, he arranges these natural excerpts into artistic 
compositions.





GODS & NATURE

T his series is a veneration to Indian culture, 
mythology and tradition. It is the artist’s ode 
to Hindu mythology, gleaning scenes and 

instances from the epics and holy scriptures. 

Seen through his brushstrokes are the artist’s own 
rendition of Hindu Gods and Goddesses like Lord 
Ganesha, Pavan-Putra Hanuman, Lord Vishnu and 
Lord Krishna, Goddesses Lakshmi and Saraswati. 

Each depiction tells a different story, possibly left 
over in the artist’s mind from the hundreds of short 
stories and folk tales he heard from his grandparents 
during his growing years. Having created mental 
images of these stories the artist has chosen to 
recall them through this series that is so aptly titled. 

Knowledge
Goddess Saraswati is worshipped for her ability to 
grant knowledge and facilitate learning. Seen astride 
her mount, the beautiful swan, the artist has created 
her features using bunches of leaves, flowers and 
fruit, while her musical instrument - the Veena - is 
constructed using pumpkins. 

Wealth
The elephant below, a lotus in one hand, Goddess 
Lakshmi stands tall on the artist’s canvas as 
she showers blessings in abundance to all that 
surrounds her. The frame fills us with tranquility 
and benediction for she is one of the most revered 
deities in Hindu culture.

 

Knowledge (Left) - 36” x 36”, Acrylic and oil on canvas
Wealth (Right) - 24” x 48”, Acrylic and oil on canvas



the racE

A joyful depiction of deer sprinting across floating clouds evokes a sensation of joy and symbolises freedom. The 
artist’s sunny mood is clearly visible in the red flowers and yellow birds that brighten the predominant grey 
tones which form the base of the canvas.

36” x 72”, Acrylic and oil on canvas



tree of life

T hink back to the story of Adam & Eve 
and how they spawned mankind. Look 
closely at the two trees - one is black and 

the other is brown - like a man and a woman 
who have intermingled to give rise to a new 

Gossamer Wings

B irds and butterflies are often ethereal 
in nature, each delicate and delightful 
in their own way. The artist chooses 

to merge these dainty creatures by giving a 
bird gossamer wings like that of a butterfly. 

generation. Only this a generation of nature... 
leaves, flowers and fruit. Even the heavens can 
be seen rejoicing at this new life.

Dragonflies, so airy and elegant (actually quite 
ladylike) speak of the artist’s love for tropical 
creatures such as these that are so often 
forgotten or ignored in nature’s narrative.

48” x 48”, Acrylic and oil on canvas 18” x 18”, Acrylic and oil on canvas



monochrome delight

E xploring the medium of a monochrome canvas, 
the artist presents a series of black and white 
works. Featuring everyday creatures, the ones 

that we do not lend more than a second of our sight 
too, the ones that we never stop and look at, the artist 
captures their various moods and expressions, but 
leaves them devoid of colour.

Lost in Thought
What do frogs 

think of? While the 
expression is surreal, 
it leaves us pondering 

over what thoughts 
could be passing 

through his mind.

30” x 24”, 
Acrylic on canvas



Taking Flight
Is the bird ready to fly or is it trying to break free? The artist paints a vivid picture in black and white that leaves the 
viewer thinking.

30” x 40”, Acrylic on canvas



a new story

T he artist explores a new medium and new themes. Moving from acrylics to watercolours, this medium 
(watercolour on handmade paper) is a new realm of study for him. Keeping colours to a minimum and 
introducing gold onto his palette, he explores new philosophies and subjects through these works.

Tranquil Beauty

A pond with ripples created by falling leaves, showing the fragility and transience of life. While the canvas lacks 
the artist’s penchant for colour it conveys his depth of thought and deep insight into life and its workings.

14” x 11”, Watercolours on handmade paper



The Lone 
Survivor

While stories of 
destruction and rebirth 
are aplenty, this work 

portrays a test of 
survival for the artist’s 

favourite subject. 
The mastery of his brush 
on canvas is finding new 
challenges when using 
watercolours on paper. 
And he is trying his best 
to survive this challenge. 

A philosophical piece 
from this new series.

14” x 11”, Watercolours on 
handmade paper



About The Artist

B orn and brought up in Kumta (Coastal Karnataka), Ganapati’s love for 
fine arts was influenced and instilled in him very early on by his maternal 
grandfather, himself an artist. As a child he did plenty of drawings and 

paintings. Realising his creative potential, his parents supported him whole-
heartedly in his art-centric journey.

He has won many awards, including the 52nd National Award from Lalit 
Kala Academy and the Camlin National Award from Camlin Art Foundation. 
He has a Diploma in Art from the Ken School of Art, a Bachelor of Art from 
Karnataka University and Master in Fine Arts (External) from Bengaluru 
Open University.

He is also a designer by profession and enjoyed a lucrative career, up until 
last year when he gave it up and choose to concentrate solely on his art and 
passion. Ganapati lives and works in Bangalore.



About gallery g

O ne of Bangalore’s most progressive art galleries that was established 
more than 15 years ago, gallery g has always chosen to empower and 
support artists, rather than clip their wings and keep them chained 

within the shackles of contracts and documents. 

At gallery g, the aim is to promote art and allow artists to flourish, to give 
them their due by supporting the talent and creating a channel for them to 
showcase it to the world. The gallery chooses to adopt artists into an Artist’s 
Initiative Programme (AIP) and nurture them, finally choosing to let them 
cull their own path once they have found their wings. 

gallery g also specialises in curating and executing large scale projects by 
working with local talents. The gallery’s effort has been, and will remain, to 
promote art, educate patrons and nurture artists from Bangalore.
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